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So, in closing, let me just say, if I could
make one request of every technology whiz
in this room, it would be this: Your skills and
your ideas and the companies that you have
created have the potential for so much good.
But no sector of the economy can be totally
isolated from the health of the overall society.
So this is a case where what is morally right
and what is economically intelligent coincide.
We have to think about how the networks
that you dominate can close the gaps that
divide us, light the darkness that clouds us,
and spread the freedom that lets each of us
have the chance to live our dreams.

If we do it right, if we can make every
American technologically literate, if we can
make our Government wise not only in its
own use of technology but in setting those
conditions and giving those tools, if we keep
building the right kind of information econ-
omy, which respects privacy and has security
but is an entrepreneur’s dream, then what
we have achieved in the last 7 years will be
just a small prolog of what will occur in the
years ahead.

But I’m absolutely convinced we’ll do it
only if we’re committed to doing it together,
if we believe everyone counts, if we believe
everyone should have a chance, if we believe
everyone has a role to play, and if we believe
we all do better when we help each other.
That’s a pretty old-fashioned statement to
end a new economy speech on, but it’s the
very best I can do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in the
Silicon Valley Conference Center at Novell Head-
quarters. In his remarks, he referred to Eric
Schmidt, chief executive officer, Novell; Elmer W.
Johnson, president, Aspen Institute; Gov. Michael
O. Leavitt of Utah; Mayor Ron Gonzales of San
Jose; Mayor Thomas M. Menino of Boston, MA;
former Governors Roy Romer of Colorado and
Gaston Caperton of West Virginia; former Mayor
Kurt Schmoke of Baltimore, MD; Paul M. Romer,
professor of economics, Stanford Graduate School
of Business, and Gov. Angus S. King, Jr., of Maine.

Memorandum on Action by Federal
Agencies To Safeguard Against
Internet Attacks

March 3, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Action by Federal Agencies to
Safeguard Against Internet Attacks

America and the world have benefited tre-
mendously from the amazing advances we
have seen with the Internet and computer
technology. But with every new technological
advance there are new challenges, and we
must meet them—both Government and the
private sector—in partnership.

Following recent Internet disruptions, I
met with experts and leaders of the informa-
tion technology industry so we could work
together to maximize the promise of the
Internet, while minimizing the risks. These
Internet disruptions highlight how important
computer networks have become to our daily
lives; and how vulnerabilities can create risks
for all—including the Federal Government.

Accordingly, I ask that each Cabinet Sec-
retary and agency head renew their efforts
to safeguard their department or agency’s
computer systems against denial-of-service
attacks on the Internet. Within legal and ad-
ministrative limits, attention should also be
paid to contractors providing services. The
Federal Computer Incident Response Cen-
ter (FEDCirc) and the National Infrastruc-
ture Protection Center (NIPC) have avail-
able software tools to assist you in these
efforts.

I have asked my Chief of Staff, John Pode-
sta, to coordinate a review of Federal Gov-
ernment vulnerabilities in this regard and to
report back to me by April 1.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 28
The President announced his intention to

nominate Daniel Marcus to be Associate At-
torney General at the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas P. Furey to be Ambas-
sador to Nepal.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Katherine Slick as a member of the
Advisory Committee on Historic Preserva-
tion.

The President declared a major disaster in
Virginia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by a severe winter
storm on January 25–30.

The President declared a major disaster in
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by flooding, severe storms,
and landslides beginning on February 18 and
continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms and
flooding on February 18 and continuing.

February 29
In the morning, the President traveled to

West Palm Beach, FL, and in the evening,
he traveled to Miami. Later, the President
returned to Washington, DC.

March 1
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Ashburn, VA, where he toured the UUNET
Network Operations Center. Later, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carlos Pascual to be Ambassador
to Ukraine.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James V. Aidala to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Prevention, Pesticides, and

Toxic Substances at the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

March 2
The President announced his intention to

appoint Jacqueline Mary Grebmeier as a
member of the Arctic Research Commission.

March 3
The President announced the appoint-

ment of Guillermo Linares as Chair of the
President’s Advisory Commission on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted February 28

Nicholas G. Garaufis
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of New York, vice
Charles P. Sifton, retired.

Gerard E. Lynch
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Southern District of New York, vice John
E. Sprizzo, retired.

I. Daniel Marcus
of Maryland, to be Associate Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Raymond C. Fisher.

Submitted March 2

Sarah McCracken Fox,
of New York, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring December 16, 2004, to which posi-
tion she was appointed during the recess of
the Senate from November 19, 1999, to Jan-
uary 24, 2000.


